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Both lives and civilization derived from the sea and that firm connection between 
the sea and people’s life has never been cut off. Along with modern economic 
development and city expansion, coastal cities emerge in large numbers. Near coastal 
areas industry and tourism development promote a new round of coastal cities 
construction. Meanwhile, the strategy of building the economic zone of the west coast 
of the Taiwan straits and relevant policies have been promoted, which is bringing new 
challenges and opportunities to coastal cities construction in Fujian province. 
Xiamen is a coastal tourist city lies in the west east of Fujian province and also 
known as one of China’s first Special Economic Zones. Being an island city, it has 
long and indented coastline. The sea deeply impacts the architectural designing style 
as the soul of the city. Seafront architecture, treated as name card of the city, is one 
common architecture type in Xiamen. After the reform and opening-up, more Seafront 
architectures are springing up. Those buildings met the demand of city development 
but certain defects still exist at the same time. In order to put forward some useful 
suggestions about design of Seafront architecture in Xiamen, the paper is made up of 
five chapters to analyze, expound and prove the point. Chapter 1 introduces the 
researching background and some relevant issues. A briefly summary of Xiamen and 
its Seafront area general circumstances is presented in Chapter 2. Chapter 3 analyzes 
Seafront architecture. Chapter 4 is devoted to design principals and methods for 
Seafront architecture specifically in Xiamen through summarizing theory and cases. 
Chapter 5 demonstrates the use of design method in section four in the analysis of 
personal design case. 
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